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Slovaks

Legend of Sleepy Hollow' in Washington Irv-
ing's Sketch Book.

Sleigh, or Sledge, a conveyance without
wheels, chiefly used for traveling on snow anc'
ice.

Slidell, John (1793-1871), American pol-
itician, was born in New York City. He set-
tled in New Orleans in 1819, became U. S.
district attorney in 1829, and was elected to
the Twenty-eighth Congress (1843-5) as a
States' rights Democrat. In 1845 he was ap-
pointed minister to Mexico, but that state,
because of the annexation of Texas, refused
to receive him. He became a member of the
U. S. Senate in 1853, but resigned in February j
1861, after the withdrawal of Louisiana
from the Union.

Slide Rule is a rule having two or more
linear graduations, some of which are on a
sliding piece, so that some function of a num-
ber on one piece is formed opposite to it on
the other. Such scales are much used by
draughtsmen to assist in rapid calculation.
The first modern calculating rule was pro-
duced (1620) by Gunter, a London professor,
while the cursor or runner is the invention of
Mannheim of the Paris Polytechnique (1851).
Modern small slide rules are about 10 inches
long, and consist of two pairs of scales, with
a cursor and hair-line for accurate reading
The top and bottom scales give for any posi-
tion of the hair-line the corresponding num-
bers and their squares, or conversely num-
bers and their square roots. The moving por-
tion of the rule is called the slide, and on
the back of it there are three distinct scales,
giving sines, tangents, and logarithms. The
results can be read to three significant figures.
Sloan, John (1871- ), painter and
etcher. He has received several medals, and
is represented by pictures in the Metropolitan
Museum and the Whitney Museum of Ameri-
can Art (N. Y.), the Corcoran Gallery
(Washington), the New York and the New-
ark Public Libraries. He is instructor of the
Art Students* League, N. Y. C., and presi-
dent of the Society of Independent Artists.
In 1936, with other artists, he declared for
an amendment to the copyright law to give
artists the same protection as authors and
playwrights.

Sloane, Thomas O'Conor (1851-1940),
American scientist. He invented a recording
photometer and other scientific instruments.
He published among other works, Standard
Electrical Dictionary (1892); and The Elec-
trician's Handy Book (1905).
Sloane, William Milligan (1850-1928),

American educator and author, born in Rich-
mond, Ohio. From 1883 to 1896 he was pro-
fessor cf history at Princeton, and in 1896
he accepted the ?ame chair at Columbia. His
published \vcrhs include The Balkans, a Lab-
oratory of History: Powers and Aims of
Western Democracy (1921).
Slocum Disaster. On June 15, 1904, the
large steamboat General Slocitm left her pier
ir the East River, New York City, having
on board about i.Soo persons, chiefly mem-
bers of St. Mark's Lutheran Church of that
city, bound for a day's outing. When the ves-
sel had gone about three miles up the river
a fire was discovered on the lower deck. A
panic at once ensued, and as the fire spread
with great rapidity, many hundreds leaped
into the water and were drowned.
Sloe. See Blackthorn.
Sloop, a small fore-and-aft-rigged vessel
with one mast and fixed bowsprit. Before the
advent of steam a sleep of war was a vessel
of ship-rig smaller than a frigate, and carry-
ing guns on the upper deck only.
Slosson, Edwin Emery (1865-1929),
American author and editor, was born in Al-
bany, Kan. From 1891 to 1903 he was pro-
fessor of chemistry in the University of Wy-
oming and chemist of the Wyoming Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, and from 1903 to
19:0 was literary editor cf The Independent.
He was an associate of the Columbia School
of Journalism, 1912-20, and was subsequently
director of Science Service. His publications
include Great American Universities (1910);
Major Prophets of Today (1914); Six Major
Prophets (1916); Creative Chemistry (1919);
Easy Lessons in Education (1921); Plots and
Personalities (1922); Chats on Science
(1923); A number of things (1930).
Sloth, a South American edentate of the
family Bradypodidas. It is a purely arboreal
animal, varying in size from that of a small
bear to that of a cat, and its structure in-
dicates that it is the specialized relict of a
primitive group. The fore limbs are greatly
elongated (a common characteristic of ar-
boreal animals), and terminate in hooklike
digits, never mere than three in number, by
means of which the creature clings to the
branches. The tcil is rudimentary, the head
short and rounded, the ears very small, and
the hair long and coarse. In the natural habi-
tat the hair has a greenish color, due to a
covering of algae.
Slovaks, a people belonging to the west-
ern branch of the Slav family, occupying
principally parts of the former Austro-Hun-